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I. OPERATING FROM YOUR SPIRITUAL IDENTITY 
 

A. Introduction 
 

There are some aspects of  “identity” that we need to understand in order to live a victorious life. First, we 

need to understand our origin in God from the beginning. 
 

Genesis 1:26 And God said, let Us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit make mankind in Our image, after Our 

likeness. 

 

B. Understanding What it Means to be Born Again 
 

1. Let's start by asking the question, what does it means to be “born again” as Jesus revealed to Nicodemus? 
 

John 3:1-3 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 

Jesus by night and said, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 

signs that you do unless God is with him. 3 Jesus answered and said to him “Most assuredly, I say to you, 

unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 

2. The word “born again” is a compound word made up of two words “born” and “again.” Let's begin by 

defining these two words, beginning with the word "born." 
 

a. The word “born” in the Greek language is “genno,” meaning of men who father children, to be born. It's 

the same word used in connection with the genealogy. 
 

Matthew 1:2 Abraham was the father (genno) of Isaac, Isaac the father (genno) of Jacob, Jacob the 

father (genno) of Judah and his brothers. 
 

b.  The word “again” in the Greek language is “anothen,” meaning from above, from a higher place of 

things that come from heaven. 
 

3. When Jesus combined these two words together, He was saying you must be “Fathered from above.” Jesus 

was not speaking in terms of natural conception, but rather spiritual conception. 
 

John 3:7 The Passion Translation says, (Jesus answered Nicodemus) “You shouldn’t be amazed by My 

statement, ‘You all must be born from above!’” 
 

John 3:7 The Mirror Bible says, (Jesus answered Nicodemus) “Don’t be surprised when I say to you, ‘You 

couldn't get here in the flesh unless you got here from above.’” 
 

4. When Jesus spoke about being “born again” to Nicodemus, Nicodemus was thinking about the physical 

birth of re-entering his mother’s womb. But, we know from Scripture that Jesus' words are Spirit and life, so 

we have to think in terms of the Spirit. 

 

C. Living from Who You are in the Spirit 
 

1. Jesus put greater emphasis on the Spirit than the flesh. So, let me give you some examples of this. 

When we look at certain men who lived outside of their natural conception such as Moses and John the 

Baptist, we see how they focused entirely on who they were in the Spirit. 
 

a. Moses - Hebrews 11:24 Faith enabled him (Moses) to choose God’s will, for although he was raised 

as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, he refused to make that his identity. 
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b. John the Baptist - The life of John the Baptist was prophesied in the Scripture long before he was 

born. When asked the question by the Pharisees "who are you" John answered according to the 

Scriptures, “I am ‘The voice of one…”  John 1:23 (Amp.) 
 

2.  Clement said, "Our life and our relationship with Jesus is not on the descent but on the ascent." I 

understand this as meaning our relationship with Jesus is not based on a natural view but on a spiritual view. 
 

Colossians 3:11 In the new creation life, your nationality makes no difference or your ethnicity, 

education, or economic status-they matter nothing, for it is Christ that means everything as He lives in 

every one of us. 

 

II.   WE ARE BORN OF GOD 
 

A. Isn't it interesting how when a child finds out they've been adopted the first thing they want to know is 

“Who are my natural parents?” “What is my origin?” “Where did I come from?” 
 

B. God’s promises remain true. Jesus came to live on the inside of us by His Spirit, for the Spirit gives us 

birth. 
 

Ephesians 1:5 For He foreordained us (destined us, planned in love for us)  to be adopted (revealed) as 

His own children through Jesus Christ, in accordance with the purpose of His will. 
 

John 1:12-13 But to as many as did receive and welcome Him (Jesus), He gave the authority (power, 

privilege, right) to become the children of God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely 

on) His name—Who owe their birth neither to bloods nor to the will of the flesh [that of physical impulse] 

nor to the will of man [that of a natural father], but to God. [They are born of God!] 
 

C. Jesus tells us that when we receive Him, He gives us the right to be in the family. We have rights in the 

kingdom. 
 

John 14: 18 I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you. 
 

1 Peter 12:23 "You have been regenerated (born again), not from a (mortal origin seed, sperm), but from 

one that is immortal by the ever living and lasting Word of God." (Amplified Classic Edition) 
 

D. We no longer know Jesus by the flesh, but we know Him by the Holy Spirit and the Word. We need to see 

ourselves in the same manner. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we 

have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. 
 

E. You are no longer in the bloodline of Adam; you are "born again."  You have a new nature that never 

existed before. 
 

F. At the new birth you received a new heart, as it states in Ezekiel. 
 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 A new heart will I give you and a new spirit will I put within you, and I will take away 

the stony heart out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

 

III. NEW COVENANT 
 

A.  Main Clause of New Covenant 
 

1. One of the aspects of the Christian life is to study the Bible through new covenant lenses. 
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Jeremiah 31:34 And they will no more teach each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 

Know the Lord, for they will all know Me [recognize, understand, and be acquainted with Me], from the 

least of them to the greatest, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will [seriously] 

remember their sin no more. 
 

2. The main clause of the new covenant is the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Hebrews 9:22 The Bible says that there is no forgiveness of sin without the shedding of blood… 
 

3. In God's economy it's the blood that speaks. So, we need to understand that we are forgiven by the blood 

of Jesus and He has made us the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus according to 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. 
 

 

B. Meaning of “Righteousness” 
 

1. What does righteousness mean to you? This was a question I asked a group of people. The answer I    

received was typically the same, "Righteous means doing right and forgiving others.” Some people 

answered, “Being a better person."  All of these are great answers.  
 

2. However, when you do a word study in the Blue bible or with a Strong's concordance you will find that 

the word “righteousness" is actually translated to mean “The condition acceptable before God.” 
 

3.  E.W. Kenyon says it this way, “Righteousness is the ability to stand in the presence of God without a 

sense of guilt or an inferiority complex.” 

 

C. Righteousness – Law of First Mention 
 

1. We can go a little further and include the biblical principle of "the law of first mention" for the word 

“righteousness”. The law of first mention is used as a guideline for studying Scripture where we can find a 

particular word mentioned for the first time or introduced in the Bible in order to better understand the other 

references and build on with other scriptures. 
 

2. If we look up the word Righteousness, it actually first appears in the New Testament book in Matthew. 
 

Matthew 3:13-15 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John 

tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and are you coming to me? But, Jesus 

answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he allowed Him. 
 

3. In regards to this scripture we can see that the first appearance of the word “righteousness” in the New 

Testament is mentioned in terms of Jesus getting baptized.    
 

4. In a nutshell, water baptism is an outward expression of an inward change. It signifies our belief in the 

death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

5. Baptism signifies our union with Him in His death. Roman 6:4 says "we were buried with Him in 

baptism." It involves the spiritual and symbolic act of us going under water and rising up again. The Apostle 

Paul explains it clearly in Romans 6:4. 
 

Romans 6:4  When we are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out 

of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. (Message Bible) 
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IV.  THE MAN IN THE MIRROR 
 

1 Corinthians 3:18 And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the Word of 

God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being transfigured into His very own image in 

ever increasing splendor and from one degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] 

the Spirit. 
 

A.  In order to understand our new self, we need to look into the mirror of the Word as the Bible specifies, 

because it's the Word of God that confirms our identity. 

James 1:24 “For he beholdeth himself, and then goeth his way and straightway forgetteth what manner of 

man he was. 
 

B. We have to realize what manner of man we are now. As a believer in Christ, we are the new creation man, 

a man of authority, created in the image and likeness of God, and the Genesis 1:26 man. 
 

C. God has given us His divine nature that we may partake of it. So in essence, we can say that in the natural 

world we are descendants of our family lineage, but through our divine nature born of the Spirit we have 

now been created to be the sons and daughters of God. (See 2 Peter 1:3-4) 

 

V. GOD SHALL BRING MANY SONS TO GLORY 
 

Hebrews 2:10 For now He towers above all creation, for all things exist through him and for Him. And 

that God made Him, pioneer of our salvation, perfect through His sufferings, for this is how He brings 

many sons and daughters to share in His glory.   
 

1 Corinthians 15:47 The first man was from the dust of the earth; the second Man is Yahweh, from the 

realm of heaven. 
 

A. We look away from the natural realm and we focus our attention and expectation unto Jesus who birthed 

faith within us and who leads us forward into faith’s perfection. 
 

B. His example is this: Because Jesus’ heart was focused on the joy of knowing that you would be His, He 

endured the agony of the cross and conquered its humiliation, and now He sits exalted at the right hand of the 

throne of God! (See Heb. 12:2) 
 

C. It’s important that you don’t think the kingdom is a place. Because if you think the kingdom is a 

destination rather than a reality, you will try to go to it instead of manifesting it here on earth. You can bring 

the reality of heaven to earth by declaring, “His kingdom come, His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” 
 

D. How do we do this? By being all that He has created us to be. By believing He made you righteous by 

faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

E. They asked Jesus what must we do to work the works of God. Jesus said, “Believe in the One He sent.” 

(See John 6:28-29; Acts 16:30) With this in mind we have to believe that we are totally saved in every area 

of our lives. Once we believe this our behavior will follow suit. His love for us becomes our motivation. 

 

 

 

 

Learn more about your "Identity in Christ" by clicking on it under "Filter by Topic" on our Teaching 

page  or reading our "Identity in Christ" blogs. 

https://www.camarillohealingrooms.com/teaching/
https://www.camarillohealingrooms.com/teaching/
https://www.camarillohealingrooms.com/blog/
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